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DR. CHARLES H. KRAFT is professor of anthropology and intercultural communi​cation at Fuller Theological Seminary. He is a prime example of the many Christian academics in non-charismatic seminaries who have committed mental suicide in order to gain the charismatic promise of "power."

Hence the title of this book, Christianity With Power, 230 pages, Servant Books, 1989. From this candid account we will see just why, and how, Dr. Kraft gave up his mind and doctrine, and what he received in return for this all-but-ultimate sacrifice.

DISPENSATIONAL BEGINNINGS -- I grew up in a more or less "typical" Evangeli​cal church in Connecticut where I imbibed a dispensational approach to Christianity. We carried Scofield Bibles and learned the details of God's plan for the ages from that perspective. Our pastors and teachers contended strongly that the miracles recorded in the Bible had actually happened. Our dispensational interpretation, however, kept us from wondering why they did not seem to happen today (p. 3).

Dr. Kraft entered Wheaton College [non-dispensational] with three things in mind. "1) To prepare for missionary work in Africa; 2) to find a wife; and 3) to prove myself to my dad by becoming good at athletics" (p. 3). Upon graduation from Wheaton in '53, he and his wife entered Ashland Theological Seminary [non-dis​pensational], and then signed on with The Missionary Board of the Brethren Church [non-dispensational; no relation to the Plymouth Brethren]. The intention was to go to Nigeria to help establish a mission among a small tribal group known as the Higi.

We took a powerless Christianity to Africa. As missionaries we were well pre​pared in theological, cultural, and linguistic studies. As Evangelicals, however, we were totally unprepared to deal with the one area the Nigerians considered most important--their relationship with the spirit world.
Time after time the Nigerians would turn our discussion to the disruptions in their lives they claimed were caused by evil spirits. Such things as disease, accidents, death, the infertility of humans, animals, and fields, drought, and the disruption of relationships were all seen as the work of these demons.
I was, the Nigerians told me, more open than my missionary colleagues to ac​cepting the reality of the spirit world and appreciating its importance in their lives. Nevertheless, neither my anthropological nor my biblical and theological training had provided me with any constructive approaches to meet their felt need (pp. 3,4).

ACTUAL SPIRITUAL CONDITION -- The above paragraph provides the first inti​mation of the fatal openness. Upon returning from Nigeria the couple settled down to the business of earning a living and rais​ing a family.

During the ensuing years, both my wife and I lived with a certain uneasiness over whether we had been experiencing all there is to Christianity (p. 6).

Something deep inside me, something I tried to keep from surfacing, kept ask​ing, "Isn't there more to Christianity than this? Isn't there something for the present? It's nice that God did all those wonderful things in the past. It's nice that He's redeemed us. And it's nice that we have so much to look for​ward to in the future. But where is God now?" (p. 122).
Instead of settling down to "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18) ; instead of going on with Paul to find his position above in Christ, and to know Him as his Life, Dr. Kraft turned back to the sights, sounds, and feelings of the charismatic realm. One of the primary reasons for this was his doctrinal suicide of dispensing with whatever dispensa​tional belief he may have had. Hence he had nothing to protect him from the charismatic lure.

A second type of "will weakener" is the teaching that occurs in many churches, Bible schools, and seminaries. Simply put, it is that the exercise of such gifts as healing, tongues, and prophecy "is not for today." Much of such teaching is associated with the theological perspective called Dispensationalism. Many Fundamental and Evangelical Bible schools and some seminaries teach

this position. The notes in the widely used Scofield Reference Bible also artic​ulate this position.

Such teaching is a product of Enlightenment perspectives applied to theology by those who have not had the kind of spiritual experience [emphasis ours] that might lead them to question such a belief. I don't mean to belittle those who hold this belief. I have been guilty of it myself for most of my Christian life. Such a lack of experience [emphasis ours] in the area of spiritual power (emphasis ours] leads even very sincere and committed people to rationalize this lack.

They will assert that "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever" (Heb. 13:8) , but also assert that the constancy of Jesus does not apply to spiritual power--even though he gave his disciples authority and power (Lu. 9:1), and told them to teach their followers "to obey everything I have com​manded you" (Matt. 28:20) (pp. 72,73).
FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY -- The penalty for refusing to rightly divide the Word of truth began to assert itself in earnest upon Dr. Kraft's joining the faculty of Fuller Theological Seminary in 1969.

Our inability to deal adequately with Nigerian spirituality was bothersome. This memory provided a constant, though still fairly weak, motivation for look​ing into the charismatic movement (p. 6).

Once I became a part of the faculty at Fuller I had two additional reasons for seeking to learn more about spiritual power. First, faculty discussions of church growth often led us to note that the most rapid growth in worldwide Christianity was taking place among Pentecostal and charismatic churches.

With my colleagues, I came to believe that the primary reason for the amazing growth rate of the Pentecostal and charismatic churches was quite simply their ability to address people's need for spiritual power. Though I had no first​hand understanding of what this might mean, I was thus led for the first time to take Pentecostal and charismatic Christianity seriously.

The second nudge came when, through the growth of our student body at Fuller, more and more Pentecostals and charismatics began to come to campus (p. 6) .

Thus now the stage is set for Fuller's School of World Mission's ill-starred experi​mental class entitled Signs, Wonders, and Church Growth. The class was to be led by John Wimber and his healing team, abetted by faculty member, Dr. C. Peter Wagner.

Dr. Kraft, expecting and unsuspecting, is about to enter the controlled charis​matic environment, where all is manipulated for propagation of the big charismatic lie. As with the professional "wrestlers," there is complete cooperation among all involved.

John gives his "word of knowledge": "The Lord has shown me that there is some​one here with such-and-such a malady, or pain. Will whoever it is please come forward?" A charismatic, most often a woman, responds. The charismatic healing and deliverance movement could not survive without its mentally and emotionally ill women--with the men not far behind. Commands are given "in Jesus' name," and "healing" occurs, or "demons" are cast out.
As I sat in the Signs and Wonders Course in 1982, my mind was being stretched as I observed healings and even more as I began to hear words of knowledge and to see how God used them to identify those he sought to bless. At the time I had been a Christian for 38 years and in professional Christian work as a missionary and seminary professor for 26 of those years. But I had never seen anything like this! It soon became obvious that I had been missing an important dimension of Christianity for all those years (p. 51).
The hungry trout will strike at anything that moves. Once hooked, there is no turning back.

Now we were seeing many healings each evening the class met! There were about 85 in the class, and a number of them would always seek healing [sick group!] .
There were others as well who walked in just for the ministry time [Charismatics flock to any healing meetings]. Wimber and his team simply claimed the authority Jesus gave his disciples, and ordered whatever was wrong to get better! To my surprise, the condition usually got better--some​times immediately, sometimes slowly (p. 52)

.
Dr. Kraft embraces, and in turn is embraced by, the program. Mental capitulation, then emotional captivation.

I had wanted to move cautiously, even after I committed myself to the class. After ui1, I was and am an intellectual. But ever since my Nigerian days, I begun to realize that I had been seeking something like this. So while part of me was amazed at what I experienced, another part of me was greatly relieved.

When I finally relaxed, accepting the situation, and gave up my right to under​stand what was happening, I found that God was able to break into my life in a new and exciting [emphasis ours] way. I discovered that Satan can be very clever in the way he takes such good things as our ability to reason and uses them to cripple us (p. 48).

What I was hearing and experiencing was filling so many gaps in my under​standing that I soon relaxed and "just let it happen." It had been a concern of mine for some time that the Jesus I knew didn't seem to be the same today as he was yesterday, as promised in Hebrews 13:8.

Though I had heard he was still doing miracles, I could not recall ever having seen a "real" unambiguous one. Looking back though, I had always suspected that there was more to Christianity than I had experienced. So I didn't resist the perspective being developed in the class. I found it convincing and em​braced it more and more as I saw powerful deeds that backed up the words.

I had opened myself up to the possibility of change by exposing myself to new experiences [doctrine is neither mentioned, nor taken into consideration!] . Now in response to these new experiences, I was turning from skepticism to belief. An important part of me became like a child again, hardly able to wait for the next Monday evening to arrive so I could see what God would do next. What was happening to my Evangelical worldview? All of a sudden I was choos​ing to believe and behave quite differently from my Evangelical peer group (pp. 52,53).

The change was considered important enough for me to pay a slight social penalty. My move into spiritual power, however, is regarded as much more serious by my peers, and I have been, and still am, subjected to much greater pressure to "come to my senses" and return to my previous beliefs and be​haviour (p. 57).

FROM OBSERVATION TO PARTICIPATION -- Observing what was going on in the

                                                                             Signs and Wonders class was fun. We accept, Wimber pointed out, Jesus' command to preach (Lu.9: 2;10: 9) , but we ignore the fact that the same verses command us to heal. They say we are to preach and heal. Learning about and even seeing healing demon​strated was only a start. We are called to do it! So once Wimber had dem​onstrated how he goes about this kind of ministry, he turned to us and said, "Now you do it!" At this point, I strongly considered retreating into Enlight​enment Evangelicalism! (p. 61).

In 1985 Fuller suspended the controversial class for a year. Then it was renewed under a different title, headed by Peter Wagner, sans John.

ONE OF "THEM" -- Beginning in 1984, two full years after I had changed my per​spective,

                                 opportunities began to come my way that put my new​found conviction to the test. First, I was invited by the pastor of our church to lead a ministry team after the evening services to pray for people with "specific needs." Though not many people usually came, I got to pray with someone nearly every week. This gave me some practice and enough happened to give me some confidence. Second, I began teaching on healing in my SS class and soon began to be invited elsewhere for the same purpose (p. 62).

THE TRAGIC TRANSACTION: LOSS OF INTELLECT -- As a missioiogist, I became

                                                                                           intellectually aware that Pentecostal and charismatic Christianity was and still is by far the most rapid-growing kind. When 1 came to understand that the major reason for this was that signs and wonders are a prominent dimension of charismatic Christianity, I began to open up to people from these traditions. Earlier Peter Wagner had become intrigued by the same realization and had moved from intellectual to observational knowledge.

For me, it wasn't until I attended the Signs and Wonders class, that my in​tellectual knowledge became observational knowledge. I began to "know" at quite a different level when I was able to observe others ministering in super​natural power and then see tangible results (p. 95).

The thing that really did it for me was experience. If in a perspective shift, one needs to move out of the head knowledge and into habit, one needs to practice, practice, practice. There is absolutely no substitute for experience to bring one into a new perspective. That is why Wimber felt it necessary for us to "do the stuff" if we were to ever really change. The importance of my "practice shift" to my new perspective is eloquent proof to me that he was right (p. 96) .
Now Dr. Kraft becomes the instructor, articulating his foolproof method for how to find your healing and demon deliverance power-gift. You may smile, but you are not to laugh outright. If you realize what has happened to this poor man, you may sob.

I tell people that they should make an agreement with God to begin praying for the gift of healing, and not to stop unless they have failed to heal 50 times in a row! I f they should fail 50 times running, they may conclude that God doesn't want them in that kind of ministry.

I don’t believe anyone who launches out in this way will find that he or she fails 50 times in a row! The new habit will be confirmed and the blessing received will be so great that the person will not want to go back to the old habit of not ministering in God’s healing power (p. 96).
Go out of your way to be where demonstrations of God's power are taking place.
There is currently a constant stream of healing and spiritual gift seminars being offered a11 over the U.S. Go to a variety and be curious enough to get close to the action. Let that newfound observational knowledge challenge your previous knowledge and imagination (p. 97).
SEEING IS BELIEVING -- THE BIG BANG! -- When I began to see concrete evi​dence of 

                                                               God's action right in the very classroom in which I sat, it quite literally "blew my mind." Prayers were being offered and ailments were actually commanded to leave.

Things were happening in the Signs and Wonders class that reminded me of NT days. God started to "show up" right where we were and to make it very clear that he was there by doing concrete things. We no longer had to pride out-selves in the blindness of our faith. We could actually see the results in his presence all over the place.

God really came to life for me, first in observation, and then in participation. At last the gap was being filled. God became a God of the present as well as of the past and future. And I came to like it so much that I never want to go back to the old understanding (p. 122).

HEALING -- Now let us observe the results of this power-gift of healing and de​mon deliverance that Dr. Kraft has learned from John Wimber--the very authority and power that Jesus exercised in His ministry, and commanded His disciples to do and to teach. I must say that it is all a sad insult to the Lord Jesus Christ.

When it comes to physical healing, I seem to see more happen when minister​ing to people with problems in various parts of the skeletal framework of the body. As I have taken authority given to me by Jesus, God has often healed or alleviated the pain from many spinal, leg, shoulder, and knee prob​lems--plus one finger! (p. 127).

When it comes to claims of the old leg-growing "miracle," Dr. Kraft's conscience forces him to qualify. Where do all these short-legged people come from, anyway?

God has also let me participate in the "growing" of many legs--most of which from a medical standpoint were probably due to God enabling the person to relax certain back muscles. But he added about one-and-a-half inches to legs in two cases! These probably involved more than simply the relaxing of back muscles. And there have been numerous stomach ailments and head​aches that have been alleviated (p. 127).
1 had been telling young people at a church camp stories [emphasis ours] of the amazing things I had seen. I wanted them to learn how to open to God's action at an earlier age than I had. We had even prayed over one of the wor​ship leaders and seen her healed of chest congestion almost immediately.
The charismatic leader conveniently begins to "wheeze," whereupon she is "healed" by prayer, for the impressive benefit of the young candidates for a like gift of "power."

A woman I'll call Irene, came asking for prayer for her left arm that hung limp and had no strength. As is my custom, I asked her if there was any​thing else in her life that was especially bothering her. Irene said she was having a problem with obsessive worrying. When we claimed Jesus' power over the obsession, God seemed to take it away. And the strength came back into her arm at the same time (p. 128) .

A pastor's wife came who had a troublesome lump in her throat for about a year.
When God led me to ask if she was holding anything against anyone who had hurt her, she burst into tears. When she gave up to God her right to be bitter toward a particular person, the lump disappeared (p. 138) .

DEMON DELIVERANCE -- Deliverance is the term used for the ministry of freeing

                                             people from demons. This is an important part of Jesus' ministry. Freeing people who are under the enemy's domination, then, is to be the normal part of our seeking to do the works of Jesus (p. 128).

I was sitting in a restaurant next to a pastor one evening when I perceived through a hunch that turned out to be a "word of knowledge, " that he was being troubled by a demon of fear. Without any fanfare, I commanded aloud for it to leave and it did. In amazement, he repeated several times, "The fear is gone!" The demon was probably about a level of 1 or 2, strong enough to keep him constantly battling fear, but not strong enough to put up much of a battle for the territory it was occupying. One command freed the person, and his own determination and dependence on God to keep him free has prevented the demon's return (p. 129).

We were able to relieve a lady of 19 demons in two-and-a-half hours. But she was Spirit-filled and actively ministering in spiritual power. It doesn't make sense to me [me, either!]. But it is beyond doubt [emphasis ours] that Christians do become demonized. See Dr. C. Fred Dickason's book Demon Possession and the Christian for a thorough treatment of the subject (p. 130) .

AUTHORITY TO BLESS -- Blessing is one of the most enjoyable things we have been given

                                           the authority to do. As with healing and demon deliverance, spiritual transactions take place when we bless people in Jesus' name. Over and over I have blessed a person with peace, and the person has immediately felt God's peace come over him or her. On one occa​sion a woman said it felt like electricity. Usually it is like a wave of relaxa​tion, and sometimes the manifestation of it is visible to others.

This happened dramatically once as I blessed a young man with peace at the start of a public ministry session. The Holy Spirit brought peace to his body [emphasis ours] so forcefully that he nearly fell off his chair! I once blessed a young woman with "a greater experience of God's love than you've ever had before," and the Holy Spirit came on her with such strength that she nearly fell over backward (p. 131).

Once I blessed a woman with joy, and a demon (of about a level of 2) mani​fested itself! The demon couldn't stand the praise of God that welled up in the woman's heart (p. 131) .
AUTHORITY TO FORGIVE SINS -- Jesus gives all believers the authority to for​give in 

                                               John 20:33. Recently, God led me to speak forgiveness to a woman who remarked, "I feel ten pounds lighter!" She had been experiencing a heaviness in the chest region that disappeared when 1 took the authority Jesus gives and pronounced her forgiven. Often in such cases, there are tears of joy as a person who knows intellectually that God has forgiven him or her actually feels that forgiveness for the first time (p. 132).

Some speak of having God speak audibly to let them know who he wants them to minister to. One friend of mine is usually able to visualize Jesus sitting on his [whose?] throne. When in doubt, he simply looks up to Jesus and asks him. Jesus will then either nod or shake his head to let my friend know what he wants him to do! I envy people like him! (p. 144) .
In John 20:33 we are told, "If you forgive people's sins they are forgiven." Several recent ministry sessions were turned from "so-so" to spectacular after I--in response to "a word of knowledge"--pronounced a person forgiven (p. 152).
"BEFORE THEY CALL, I WILL ANSWER" -- Sometimes God starts his work before we

                                                                         even ask. In a ministry session, Eisie, whose emotional problem was causing her extremities to be cold, experi​enced a tremendous feeling of warmth even before we began to pray about the problem. On another occasion, God took away a lifelong throat infection [life-​long?] from a woman who was merely listening to my lecture on inner heating. On still another occasion, God began delivering one of my students of a demon (during a class devotional (p. 158).

"WORDS OF KNOWLEDGE" -- Words of knowledge usually come to me feeling like

                                                   hunches or guesses. The insight I get usually con​cerns internal emotional and spiritual problems. I walked up behind a woman without even being able to see her face--prayed according to my "hunch" against disappointment. It was what God had for her. On another occasion, my "guess" was to ask God to give a woman "the desire of her heart." Though on that occasion God didn't show me what the difficulty was, he healed her of a long-standing neck problem (p. 159).

In the case of a young man who had a problem with his knees and a short leg that would not respond to my ministering--I simply asked him, "Do you have a problem of anxiety [Can't hardly miss, there]. At first he denied it. After a few minutes, however, he realized that he was indeed anxious. When he was able to cast that care upon the Lord, both his knees and his short leg responded to the healing power of Jesus (p. 160) .

HEALING OIL – I believe God empowers acts such as anointing with oil when it is done 

                      with his blessing. When oil is empowered through bless​ing in Jesus' name, God uses it in exciting ways. A pastor and his assistant were struggling to cast out a demon. In frustration, the pastor asked his assistant to go get some oil with which to anoint the demonized person. The oil was brought and they were about to use it when the demon said, "That oil won't work. It hasn't been blessed! " So the pastor blessed the oil,  used it, and out came the demon! (p. 162)

.

Are you feeling a bit used by now?

CONSCIENCE-APPLIED APPREHENSION -- Sometimes I get so upset at my inability to

                                                                        completely squelch that inner voice that I am tempted to join Paul in his frustration as he cried out for a differ​ent reason, "What an unhappy man I am! Who will rescue me?" (Rom. 7:24).

Will I ever get over it? Aren't the hundreds of things I've seen happen as a result of authoritative "prayer" enough to drive away my doubt? Apparently not. Only God’s abiding grace, a strong will, and my intense curiosity seem to help me fight the doubt, the weak faith, and the fear that plagues me. I relaxed considerably one evening when John Wimber, my mentor, revealed that he too struggles to believe what God does through him. At least I am in good company! (p. 92).

Unacceptable company. John Wimber, present-day king of the charismatic con men, is this poor man's example and mentor!

For me, the companionship of my colleague Peter Wagner on the same pilgrim​age has been very important. We have each other for support in all kinds of tangible and intangible ways as we have moved into an area not ordinarily thought of as academically "safe" (p. 94).

Dr. C. Peter Wagner, of "Green-eyed Monster" fame, is supporting companion of the victimized Dr. Kraft--although Dr. Kraft now creates his own victims. Peter Wagner still tells the Monster story, despite the hilarious ridicule of Fuller stu​dents (non-charismatic), and a reprimand from the president. And Wagner compounds the problem with such stories as the following.

The power of the Carlos Annacondia meetings is awesome. Many miraculous healings occur. For example, so many dental miracles occur--teeth filled, new teeth and defective bridges replaced by whole teeth--that only those who have had more than two teeth filled are allowed to take the time to give a public testimony. On one occasion a dwarf was reported to grow over 15 inches tal​ler.

This is warfare in action. Spirit-directed prayer opens the way for the blessings of the Kingdom of God to come upon the earth with healings, demon deliverance, holiness, and compassion for the poor and oppressed (Warfare Prayer, pp. 27,28; Regal Publishers, 1992).

How the old "first wave" Pentecostals must cringe over these neophyte "third wave" charismatics in their effort to exploit the long worn-out and discarded stories of tooth filling, leg lengthening, cancer curing, etc. But there is always a new slack-jawed generation eagerly awaiting the good old ploys.

The entire charismatic movement, including the ministries of Wimber, Wagner, and Kraft, are drawn from the Synoptic-centered earthly ministry of Jesus, which is directed to Israel. They are on pre-Christian ground, seeking to carry out the "Great Commission."

Jesus sent his disciples out as the Father had sent him, with "power and authority" to oppose Satan by driving out demons, curing diseases, communi​cating the Kingdom of God (Lu. 9:1,2; 10:9; Matt. 10:7,S), and forgiving sins.

Because Jesus himself has been given authority, he commissions us to go out and do the same things he did (Matt. 28:18-20), and to do even greater things than he did (John 4:12). We are to receive power from the Holy Spirit just as Jesus did and go out as witnesses, representing Jesus' Kingdom (p. 110).
EVER ANTI-PAUL -- Read the Gospels with the assumption that these things can happen

                            today. There is nothing in Scripture that indicates that signs and wonders were meant to stop after the early days of Christian​ity. The theories about the termination of certain spiritual gifts all come from human interpretation under the influence of Western worldviews.

Contrary to some of those theories, we are not to allow the Gospels to be relegated to a secondary place in the Scriptures behind the more rationalistic-​oriented Pauline Epistles. I have heard preachers say, "Mine is an Epistles' Christianity," as if the letters of Paul contain a revelation superior to the words and works of Jesus himself.
A major reason for this focus on the Epistles is that several of them are aimed at the Greek-speaking world, a world much more like ours than the Hebrew world. They seem from a Western perspective to be more relevant (pp. 97,98).
DISPENSATIONAL MALFEASANCE -- The charismatic movement, to say nothing of

                                                     much of the Church today, is based upon non-Christian ground. They are trying to "Christianize" Jesus' pre-Cross king​dom ministry to Israel. Malformation results in malfunction. Hence there is no reality whatsoever in their tongues, healing, demon deliverance antics. It doesn't even ring true to themselves!
​
"AFTER THE FLESH" -- Certainly it is not going too far to say that the charis​matic

                                  movement is characterized by fleshliness. They are attempting to know Jesus after the flesh, in their fleshliness. But Paul, lost to them, states emphatically, "Henceforth know we no man after the flesh; yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we Him no more" (2 Cor. 5:16).

David Hunt recently shared the following tell-tale excerpt from a correspondent:

I have been part of the charismatics since the late '70s, and it has taken me a good 15 years to see the deep deception in these ridiculous movements of "signs and wonders." My involvement in "demon deliverance" and "spiritual warfare" has caused me so much emotional and spiritual unrest that at times I felt I was losing my mind. The deception is unbelievable [oxymoron?]. I've sat next to ------- as he professed to be casting out Jezebel demons from an expectant mother's womb, so that the baby won't have the Jezebel demons of the mother's ancestors.
--L. S.

A FALSE WORD RE THE TRUE WORD -- The totally subjective "observational"

                                                         charismatics have little or no use for the totally objective Word of truth, not to mention rightly dividing it. Insidious.

Our tendency is to think of God's Word only as something written. A further problem stems from an attachment to literacy. Whenever we see or hear the phrase "the Word of God," we tend to think of writing rather than speaking. The phrase "the Word of God" turns our thoughts then to the Bible rather than to the voice of God.
Yet throughout the Bible when that phrase is used, it usually refers to God speaking to us rather than to the written rec​ord of his words and deeds (p. 44).

ATROPHIED ACADEMIA -- No matter how brilliant, or how many degrees a man

                                      may have, unless he rightly divides the Word of truth, he is but a pawn in the crafty charismatic hands. The following is a tragic tes​timony of the fact.

We seek a more balanced Christianity characterized by both knowledge about and practice of the things Jesus taught. Because the Third Wave seeks a balanced approach, it has even attracted quite a number of us who are aca​demics (Intro. xii) .
Some of the better known of these charismatic victims, faculty members of non​charismatic seminaries are: Anderson, Arnold, Kwast, Nieham, Lawrence, Bodine, Davids, Deere, Grudem, Warner, Hohensce, Nicklaus, Murphy, Dickason. At Fuller Theological Seminary: Elliot, Spittler, Gibbs, Glasser, Gilliland, Pierson, Hiebert, Kraft, Shaw, Van Engen, Wagner, and Woodberry. Think of the baneful, charismatic influence of that non-dispensational detachment upon young evangeli​cal students, coupled with their publications throughout the rest of the Church!

NO COMPROMISE! -- A Dispensationalism that includes ground for the

                               charismatic, is a danger to the Church. There may be the claim of "com​plete separation" of Israel and the Church, while at the same time including charis​matic ground, i.e., secondary application of the Sermon on the Mount, the "spirit​ual" blessings of Israel's New Covenant, plus aspects of the "present/future" mil​lennial kingdom.

A Dispensationalism that provides ground for Covenantism, is a danger to the Church. There may be the claim of "complete separation" of Israel and the Church, while at the same time including Covenant ground, i.e., secondary ap​plication of the Sermon on the Mount, the "spiritual blessings" of Israel's New Covenant, plus aspects of the "present/ future" millennial kingdom.

Such compromised, inclusive Dispensationalism is the spawning ground for charis​matic craziness, Lordship salvation, Covenant legalism, Reconstructionism, etc.

A Dispensationalism that does not include ground for the charismatics, or Cove​nantism, is a blessing to the Church. The home ground of the Body, her growth ground is in the glorified, heavenly Lord Jesus Christ, who is her Head and her Life. Her doctrinal ground is centered in the Pauline Church Epistles. Carefully note Ephesians 3:9-11. I would a thousand times rather be accused of making the Synoptic Gospels secondary to the Pauline Church Epistles, than to make Paul secondary to anything!

The Church will never be found in the OT, nor in the Synoptic Gospels. Nor can she function in a past, pre-Cross dispensation. The Holy Spirit is not ministering from a past dispensation to the Church in this dispensation.

The glorious Church, the heavenly Bride of Christ, is indwelt (individually) by, and ministered to by, the Spirit of Christ. She is in eternal union with the Lord Jesus Christ in heaven, both now and forever. She abides in Him there; her life is hidden with Christ in God.

A Dispensationalism short of this heavenly ground, one that sprawls out over Israel's charismatic and Covenant ground, is the direct cause of the wildfire and legalism that is devastating the Church today.

Heed Paul first and foremost, and thereby glorify God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Since "ye, then, be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye have died, and your life is [now] hidden with Christ in God" (Col. 3:1-3).

"Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man" (Col. 1:25).
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He's sick to death of these fake heal-
ings, tongues, moaning and groaning
and carrying on!
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